
Via Facsimile

October 15, 2014

Ms. Jeanette Williams, Principal

Paso Del Norte School

12300 Tierra Este Road

El Paso, Texas 79938

Ms. Williams:

By way of introduction, let me state that the Texas Home School Coalition Association is a

statewide advocacy organization for home educators, with almost 60,000 families on our

mailing list. As the home school advocacy organization for the state of Texas, we act as a

liaison with state and federal agencies in regard to issues related to home education. In fact,

the state department of education, the Texas Education Agency, frequently refers calls

received by that agency regarding home education to our organization for verification or

resolution.

I am writing in response to your communication with Mrs. R__ P__ , a member of our

Association. On September 26, 2014 Mrs. P__ gave written notice to your school of the

withdrawal of her daughter in order to home school. On October 14 Mrs. P__ received a call

from your school acknowledging the receipt of the written notice of withdrawal but stating

that it was not sufficient. She was told that she must appear at the school and complete a

school withdrawal form or her child would not be withdrawn.

Today Police Officer Carlos Moreno appeared at Mrs. P__’s home to inform her she was not

only required to come to the school and fill out the district’s official withdrawal form but she

must also provide a list of the materials she is using to home school her daughter as well. She

was told that a failure to comply would result in her daughter not being withdrawn. Mrs. P__

responded to these requests from the district with a letter of assurance, as recommended by

the TEA, which was sent via Certified Mail Return Receipt Requested today, October 15,

2014.

Ms. Williams, according to the Texas commissioner of education, it is not necessary for a

parent to make an appearance at the school or to complete school forms in order to disenroll

their child if they have given written notice of withdrawal; neither does the law require

it. Furthermore, it is not required to list the curriculum being used. Mr. and Mrs. P__ have

given written notice of the withdrawal of their child and have cooperated with your requests

in the manner recommended by the TEA. I have enclosed the most recent letter from the

Texas commissioner of education regarding this matter for your review.
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Please remove Mrs. __’s child from your rolls immediately. Should you fail to do so, or should

the school district pursue any legal action against Mr. and Mrs. P__ or their child on the basis of

the district’s withdrawal procedures, we will take any and all legal actions necessary against you

and/or the district to resolve this matter.

Sincerely,

Tim Lambert

cc: Mrs. R__ P__; Police Officer Carlos Moreno; Dr. José Espinoza, Superintendent, Socorro

ISD; State Senator José Rodríguez; State Representative Mary González; SBOE Member Martha

M. Dominguez; Texas home schoolers


